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THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


K.iVhlv interesting: occupation to another, all tlr 
an^ after a few «U « «nd fh. 

1 ...miM hp nroduce 

The children become irritable, passionate, 


their faculties 
same effect 

as'that which would bTp'rodiiced by a .cries of children’s panic, or any 
oilwr co^,.. of dissipation. The children become .notable, pass.onale. 
andnervous in .he way which tends to and may often end ,n some serious 
nervous affection. That the Kindergarten system is unequalled for 
phlegmatic, dull or very backward children, there can be little doubt, but 
I believe it will presently be clearly seen that it is quite too exciting for 
children who are already excitable by nature. I have known several cases 
of the kind, but it is only lately that the true explanation has occurred to 
me, though the first case was that of my own little daughter. 

A few weeks ago I met a Kindergarten teacher at the house of a friend, 
and as my mind was fairly full of the subject, I felt glad of the opportunity 
of getting an opinion on the other side. 1 am, like many people, very shy 
of airing my opinions on any subject before people who are authorities, 
but having been supported by medical concurrence, I felt braver than 
usual. The lady seemed a very sensible, intelligent woman also, evidently 
not a beginner, but one to whom years would have given experience. We 
got the subject of Kindergarten teaching fairly broached and then I said — 
4 ‘ Do you not think the system may sometimes be rather exciting ? ” 

“ Certainly,” she replied, “ It is meant to be exciting.” 

“ But” I observed, “ A great many children are very excitable to begin 
with.” 

“ Well ” was the reply, “ our great object is to excite or stimulate the 
child’s brain, the whole system is one of stimulation.” 

I must say that after this I felt confirmed in my opinion. The excitable 
child is far better at home, with a bright, companionable young governess, 
who will impart all needful instruction in the course of ordinary plav, 
during meals, walks, etc., and train and guide the rapidly developing 
mental powers without any strain on brain or body, till both are con- 
solidated enough for more ordinary and conventional instruction. 

I am, yours truly, E. K. JOHNSTON. 

[Discussion is invited. — Ed.] 


Deah Editor— In the January number a Mother enquired about a 
school in Brighton, near the Central station, “where the teaching is on 
modern lines, especially in manual work and ear-training (tonic sol-fa).” 
1 know of a school, not near the station, but accessible by omnibus, where 
the methods would answer “Mother’s” requirements in the musical depart- 
ment, and probably in the others, as the head mistress is Froebelian, and 
up-to-date in modern education. As no reply is given this month I send 
the address : — Miss Walenn, 36, Sussex Square. 


Yours truly, MUSICIAN. 

Dear Editor,— As many inquiries have been made about the Perrv 
Pictures, may I explain that they are not kept in stock but have to be 
ordered from America. Purchasers should supply themselves with a 
catalogue (price 3*, postage id.), which can be bought at the “Art for 
chools Association.” From this they must make their own selection of 
titty, according to their requirements. The subjects illustrated cover the 
est range, including Greek and Roman architecture and sculpture, 
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• 1 1 • . , , * tauiiguisnea people, battleships, 

animals, historical and geographical scenes, etc. The regular size is 

5 “ m - h { 8 ln - these cost °K 25. The smaller size is 3 i in. by 
3 in. ; these cost if. 0 Id. for 50. In every case postage must be paid 
and specimens can be sent on approval if application, with postage be 
made to the Secretary at 26, Gt. Otmond Street. A collection can be 
seen at the office and a smaller catalogue giving a list of subjects sup- 
plied in colours is issued at id. Orders cannot be fulfilled under about 
a month. f aithfully yours, 

I. B. S. Thompson. 

P.S.— Will the lady who wrote to inquire about Rossetti’s pictures kindly 
apply to the Secretary, as her address has been mislaid? 

24, Argyle Road, Kensington. 


Dear Editor, — Would it be possible in the Parents' Review to have 
a little extra space for Branch reports ? It is just the carefully written 
out ( not mere concise, statistically worded) reports which convey the vivid 
impression of some lecturer or lecture, which proves the true vade mecum 
to the anxious secretary on the qni vive for the round peg for the round 
hole as regards suitable lectures for his or her special Branch. 

Lyon Road, Harrow, I am, yours faithfully, 

April 13th, 1903. J. Gl HERNE SlEVEKING. 
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Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 2 6, Victoria Street, S. IV. 

To whom all Hon . Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 6 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print . 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places:— 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. _ . , _ , , u . . „ 

BRISTOL. — Names may be sent to Mrs. Daniel, Dunelm, Stoke B P> 

CARDIFF. — Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
Powis. 

CkSSSames may be sent pro tern, to Mrs. Hall, Collendene, 

Addiscombe Grove, Croydon. .. M hp 

Dunfermline. — Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunferm , 
glad to hear from people interested. 

GinLDFOKD. — Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. „ n , ^ 

Manchester.— Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul s Road, Kers , tcmX * 
will receive names of people interested in this r ( p 
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PrESTBURY. 

Surbiton. 

Sridge Wells and District.-/**. See. and Ireasurer ; 
Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tem.). 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria 

Street, S.YV. 

Branches of the P.N.E.U. will shortly be opened at Bristol and Croydon. 
Will members having friends in Bristol kindly communicate with Mrs. 
Daniel, Dunelm, 23, Downleaze Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol Miss Armfield, 
26. Victoria Street, S.W., will be glad to receive the names of people, in 
or around Croydon, likely to be interested in the formation of a Branch. 


Bolton and Faknworth.— T he last meeting of this session was 
held on Monday, March 30th, at Woodsleigh, by the kind permission 
of Mrs. Harwood. Mrs. Frank Ainsworth read a most helpful and 
suggestive paper on the book the members have read during the winter — 
Mrs. Stettson Gillman’s Concerning Children. There was a good attend- 
ance and discussion. 

Brondesbury and Kilburn.— At a meeting held on Feb. 20th, a 
most interesting lecture was given by Mrs. Weguelin Greene. 1 he lecture 
was on “The Training of Musical Instincts.” Mrs. Greene spoke of the 
necessity of training both the appreciative and executive faculties, and 
advocated periodical concerts of chamber music to illustrate scherzos, 
fugues, sonatas, &c. A meeting was held on March 6th, at which Mrs. 
Garrett Rice read a paper on “Needlework and the Modern Girl." 
Mrs. Rice’s theory as to the dislike of so many girls for needlework is that 
we begin to teach it much too early. Her plan is to wait until the girls 
are developing into women, by which time she considers that they will 
naturally take to an occupation which is so ’essentially womanly She 
would have them start at 12 or ,4 years of age, and then have a thorough 
systematic training in needlework in all its branches, including mending, 

and wfs fill C 7h g ° Ut ' lhe Papef WaS listened t0 with g™t inteieft 
and was followed by a very animated discussion 

Fe b A S N wIen'^ The TT' ^ held at Bla <*well Manor on 

heb. 25th, when the report for 1902 was read and the committee for the 

o owing year elected. J he branch has sustained a great loss in the death 
of its late president, Lady Dale. Mrs Sievekin.r r a death 

paper on » Early Tendencies in the Child : how m fheS orlv^- “l" 
considering the supreme privilege and duty of parents to T P ' a 
direct tendencies in their children, Mrs. Sieveking thought th^T ^ 
registered their impressions too little, and tendencies were oft HT * 
to recognise. Among evil tendencies, Mrs. Sieveking spoke of d "st ' p “ * 
ness and deprecated the giving of too much pocket-monev to 

ntidiness might be cured by inculcating in children a sense of it r 
of abode for evervthino- u.1a .a • a sense of the fitness 

ue ior everything. Bad tendencies must be checked little i;„i„ 

regularly, and wi,h Intention. A hobby »as a joy for e ver and 1 ’ 

present safeguard again., evil tendencies. Reference was a tend ' 

•Ire, ought be developed. With all on, gnalitie. we weTe a “ aZ 

» £ = sxs s: ° f ,he ~ ~ 


Edinburgh.— On Feb. iqth Mr lame C r.a u a „ ^ 
most interesting paper on the subject of “ Pictur^F ^ ’ fead a 

enjoy them. ’ *The' lecturer definite funcSn of ^ 

of experience; he ihen spoke of the general mi«n 1 • transmisslon 

the relative positions of art and science, and emphasSThTfac^hlfw! 
cannot hope to bring our children into a better relation ,o the fine arts 
than our own. I hey will always judge our convictions by our conduct 
Speaking of the old masters, and, indeed, of the contemplation of a i 
pictures, Mr. Cadenhead urged the importance of self forgetfulness and a 
receptive attitude of mind. Dr. Schlapp , ed the discufsion, which was 
spirited and full of interest, pointing out the great difference between the 
education in subjects relating to art given in Germany and that given in 
our own country. 

Glasgow.— O n March 3rd, Dr. Spenser delivered the concluding lecture 
of the season, on “Some aspects of English University Life.” The 
lecturer first compared the resident and non-resident systems, and then 
gave a brief appreciation of their respective merits. The workers are 
of two kinds— (1) the athlete, a healthy if not a high type, assured of a 
mastership if his desires tend in that direction. (2) The scholar, either 
a cadet of a famous house in whom noblesse oblige , as a Cecil or an 
Asquith, or the son of a professional man or merchant, too often con- 
sidering the University as a technical school for the manufacture of teacher 
or parson. The youth from a public school who has not his own way to 
make in the world, and from whom not even a minimum of work can now 
be demanded, is a serious danger to the welfare and progress of the 
University. The corporate life is certainly more fully realised in an 
English than in a Scottish University. Scottish Universities are too often 
factories , and there is an overkeenness to acquire knowledge. Again, 
much of the work of the English public schools falls to be done in the 
Scottish University. To the Scottish student the stern realities of life are 
ever present. His honours degree may not mean so much, but enables 
him sooner to be wage earning. In fine the respective systems are the 
logical outcome of the national minds. 

Harrow and Northwood. — A lecture was given at Miss Mole’s 
School, Warrand House, on Feb. 21st, by Dr. Chattaway, on “The 
Chemistry of some common things of the household.” Mrs Chattaway had 
promised to give an address on “ Some small points in a girl’s education,” 
but was prevented by ill-health, and Dr. Chattaway kindly took her 
place.— On March 7th, Dr. Gregory Foster addressed the Branch. He 
took for his subject “ The Study of Chatterton,” and gave an exceptionally 
suggestive and interesting lecture. He said that to track out the sources 
that give a fashion birth was always a difficulty in looking back to the 
reasons that governed style of writing in the past. It is easy to say that 
Romanticism came as the natural fashion of a literary age. At Chatterton s 
birth there were signs of an approaching change; the works of Gray, 
Macpherson and Percy were reactions against a prevailing fashion. 
Unlike Pope and Dryden, Chatterton takes us far below the surface of 
things ; he takes us into the emotions of things. At the hack of all his 
work was the true artistic impulse, l he appreciative silence that followed 
the end of the lecture showed better than any words could do into what a 
deep literary vein of thought the audience had been led, and among what 
quiet ways of thought some among them were still lingering at the close 
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_ - .nrHs —There have been two meetings lately : one on 

°J D r 2 ^h by Miss Rowland Brown, on “Some English Exiles in old 
March 26th, by s timus Hebert in the chair; and the other 

F,C aS. ]Tly Mi- Alice Buckton, on “ The Work of the Sesame 
u f ' Miss Rowland Brown in the chair. Both were well attended, 
and” lectures one would like to remember: and about Miss Buckton s 
words there was a quiet conviction which carried weight when she spoke 
of the great purpose and work being done by Sesame House students^ 
Hastings and Sr. Leonards. On Jan. 23rd, M.ss Gumness V.ce- 
Principal of the Royal Holloway College, gave a very interesting lecture 
on “ College Life for Girls,” at the Hastings and St. Leonards Ladies 
College, Mrs. Batterham in the chair. Some interesting discussion 
followed as to the desirability of college life for girls of small intellectual 
capacity -On Feb. nth. Dr. Helen Boyle lectured on “ The use and abuse 
of Nervous Energy in Girls and Women,” at 6, St. Margaret’s Terrace (by 
kind permission of Mrs. E. Percy Sanger), Dr. Batterham in the chair.— 
On March 9th, Canon Brooke (St. John the Divine, Kennington,) gave an 
address at the Christchurch Parish Room, on “ Some Causes of Failure 
in the Religious Teaching of our Children,” Rev. Bernard Moultrie in 
the chair. With much force and eloquence Canon Brooke warned his 
audience of the injury done to children’s characters by the sloth or 
indifference or worldliness of mothers; by carelessness in the selection 
of governesses, servants, and companions — and pleaded that only those 
who had a high standard of truth and conduct should be placed in charge 
of, or in contact with a child. A mother’s love was seldom wanting,, but a 
mother’s care in surrounding her children with good influences was often 
deficient Sympathy and confidence should be cultivated between mother 
and child, and not allowed to diminish as the child grew older. Mothers 
to-day were too much afraid of their children being dull, and provided 
more amusement than was wholesome. Canon Brooke earnestly pleaded 
for definiteness in religious teaching, and more use of the Bible. The 
mother, if influenced by the higher criticism, should still teach the Bible 
stories. Whether they were taught as parables or as facts mattered little, 
so long as the child learned the truths they contain. A certain amount 
of dogmatic teaching of the truths of the Christian religion was absolutely 
essential, and a definite foundation of simple truth laid in childhood would 
never be lost in later life. Canon Brooke’s address was listened to with 
profound attention by a large audience, and was followed by short 
speeches by the Rev. Bernard Moultrie and Mrs. Batterham.-A^*, al 
History Club On Feb. 10th, Miss Kennedy lectured on “Shells and their 
Matters. —On March 6,1,. Miss C.nreron le(, tired on ■■ Th. ot 

Plants to *hs,r Environment. On May and, Miss Came, on will lecture on 
Man s Indebtedness to the Plant World,” and, on May , 5 th Miss 
Kennedy will lecture on “Animal Defences.” 3 5 ’ 

Hyde Park and Bayswater.— Hon. Sec Mrs K r u- , ,• 
, 5 o Porchester Terrace, Hyde Park. “At Home” Thursday mornings’ 
or by appointment.-On March i 3 th, a meeting was held at 9 8, Harfey 
Street (by kind permission of Mrs. Morley Fletcher), when Dr. Helen Bovle 
gave a lecture on “ The Use and Abuse of Nervous Energy in Girls and 
Young Women ’ Mrs. Devonshire was in the chair, and there were about 

JooddS'ssion 6 C ’ WhiCh WaS Ve,y interesti %'- w- followed by a 
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Ipswich.— A 


, , , , ^f ry '" terest > n g and suggestive address was given on 

Feb 1 9th by the Rev. W E. Fletcher, of St. Matthew’s, Ipswich, on “ The 
Culture of Sprnt Life in Children." Mrs. Tempest kindly lent her drawing- 
room, which was well filled by a most attentive audience. Mr Fletcher 
spoke of our triune nature of body, soul and spirit. We must appeal to 
the spirit-life in the child if we wished to change its character Some 
interesting questions were asked and discussed. 

Kidderminster. I he members and friends met, by kind invitation 
of Mrs. William Adams, at Lyndholme, on April 2nd, for an afternoon 
meeting, when Dr. C. C. Penrhys Evans read a very interesting paper on 
“ Health and Education.” He gave many useful suggestions concerning 
the best way of keeping “ a healthy body” as the sure means of securing 
“ a sound mind,” and afterwards kindly answered the many questions the 
members desired to ask. A very pleasant and profitable afternoon was 
spent. — The Secretary gave notice of a public meeting to be held on 
May 13th, when the speaker would be Mrs. Penrose, of Barnard Castle. 

Reigate, Redhill and District.— On March 25th, a meeting was 
held at The Old Rosary, Meadvale, by the kindness of Mrs. Sewill. The 
object of the meeting was to interest the members in the Childien’s 
Natural History Club, and for this reason it took the form of a discussion, 
which was opened by Mrs. Sieveking, who gave a short lecture on “The 
Educational Value of the Study of Natural History.” Mrs. Sieveking 
opened her lecture by describing the healing power of nature and natural 
phenomena in those great crises of life when some great “moral upheaval 
takes place, unexpectedly, in our little world/’ and “we are left looking 
disconsolately at the ruin of our hopes.” It is then that “the out-of-door 
environment begins its work in us, and we get the * touch of nature ’ that 
we so sorely need to make us once more in kinship with the world, and we 
want to get back, as it were, to life at a simpler, less complicated, less 
artificial state, and to put into our children’s hands a talisman that will be 
of an unfailing help to them in later, more difficult years.” Then Mrs. 
Sieveking proceeded to point out that Natural History as a hobby produces 
no mental strain, and no emotional wear and tear, that it can be studied in 
any part of the world, and continues full of interest through life. Collec- 
tions, and the keeping of imprisoned pets, was next touched upon. Mrs. 
Sieveking was of opinion that they can be studied more advantageously in 
their own environment, and studied thus, they tend to develop a spirit of 
“ reverence for life, and a kindly feeling of protection for weaker things. 
The love of animals will teach the children how to be gentle with all who 
are weak, w r ith all who are dependent. Let us when taking our children 
into the out-of-door world of Natural History to study at first hand the 
ways, the reasoning pow r ers, the lives of wild nature, be careful that they go 
into it prepared to learn reverently, thoughtfully, and not in the spirit of 
self-appropriation, but having previously ‘taken off their shoes, meta 
phorically speaking, so that they should disturb and hurt the great com 
munity of wild creatures as little as may be and teach them that any act o 
cruelty to however small a creature disqualifies them from the inner stu > 
of Natural History by blunting and dulling the perceptions of sympathy an 
intuitive thought.” Mrs. Sieveking gave the following suggestions tor 
teaching Natural History to children (1) Natural History Walks con- 
ducted by some naturalist. (2) lhe keeping of Nature Notes 01 a ature 
Diary. (3) The urging children to look up descriptions of animals, etc.^ 


p.N.E.U. NOTES. 


400 ___ _____ 

A t rlassifv (or themselves. Mrs. Sieveking’s lecture was admirably 
and to classify ^ appreciation of the audience was proved by an 
suggestive, s ion fol , owe d. 

en u;f^F?ELD AND DISTKICT.-'I lie last meeting of the session was held 
ulrch 26th, when the Rev. J. G. Simpson gave a very instructive and 
hue resting address on “ Personality in Children. He spoke strongly in 
avourof more hardness in the bringing up of children, saying that the 
lavish indulgence of the present day in the way of expensive toys and 
other luxuries did much harm to the development of their mdividualiiy. 
He also spoke on the religious aspect, saying how necessary it i s f or 
little children to be taught to feel a personal relationship between them- 
selves and their Maker. The annual report was read at this meeting, and 
a satisfactory balance sheet presented. 

Winchester.— O n Feb. 17th, Mrs. Fort kindly entertained us at the 
Abbey House, when Mr. Geoffrey Hett gave a most charming lecture for 
children, entitled, “A Natural History Ramble.” He described the habits 
of several hibernating animals, such as the dormouse, squirrel, and bear • 
of birds, the cuckoo, chiff-chaff, and many others. Specimens of these 
Mr. Hett kindly brought, thereby greatly adding to the interest. Pond- 
life was also touched upon, the ways and doings of tadpoles, toads and 
frogs being humorously described. The tiny people present were allowed 
at the end of the lecture the treat of caressing the pretty nimble little 
lizards, grass-snake, and slow-worm.— On March 9th, at the Headmaster’s 
House, The College, Mrs. Creighton lectured on “ Religious Teaching.” 
The first object, said the speaker, was to teach a child to realise God. 
Daily family prayer should be conscientiously carried out, and the mother 
should endeavour to alw-ays be present at her child’s morning and 

Clmrrlf devotlons > rather than ^ave it to the supervision of the nurse, 
be taken g 7^ enforced to ° y° un g. but later, children should 

S “" day the growing 

Bible theoW- a u e 1 ie sermon was to be commended. The 

“J” 3 ' Sl ’° U,d be *e mother, after 

should be encouraged never r reVeie,dtial dlscussl0n of religious matters 

young people to keep them in a fool’r^' ^ W ° U ' d ^ ° 0 advantage t0 

others exist who think c 00 S P ara( ^ lse » and not let them know that 

childen to thrash out thes^m tt Rather should Parents encourage their 

study of such questions with tu -T’ and t0 equip lhemselves > by earnest 

reasoning. One of the e lnf ° rmatlon necessary to satisfy intelligent 

the child’s heart must alwavc k , l ° lm P lantin g a religious feeling in 
home surroundings If tl ^ * le ^ n ^ uence > the character and life of 
consistent with its teacl ' ^ * here be one of high-souled living, 

summer months, we hoD 11 ^ 8 * * m P ress i° n * s indelible. — During the 

children °f Wincheste^ 0 ^ 6 S ° me botanical excursions for the 

Riverside, by Mr. Walter u^™ 0011 ' J an 3°th, a lecture was given at 
me tke lecturer took wag ^ a £ e > on the subject of “ Temperance.” The 
interest by the audience s lnstru ctive, and was listened to with much 
y ^ rs . Smyth.— On * s cussion followed. The chair was taken 

P d Per on “Haily TendenH* Mrs * Sievek ing read an interesting 

at Riverside i n the ev? m the Child -’’ The meeting, which was 
■on was shown. tinin S> was well attended, and much appre- 
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“ROBINSON CRUSOE” IN EDUCATION. 

By T. G. Rooper, H.M.I. 

Daniel Defoe, one of the greatest influences in the history 
of Great Britain, and also in the history of educational ideas, 
is almost unrecognised by English historians. He is not 
mentioned in Green’s popular history, and Macaulay, who 
devoted an essay to the honest tinker, as he calls John Bunyan, 
has unfortunately passed over the author of Robinson Crusoe. 
Yet Defoe is worthy of the attention both of the historian 
and the philosopher. 

Defoe published his famous narrative towards the end of his 
life, in the year 1719. Of course he had experienced, like 
most great novelists, much trouble in finding a publisher. 
One, William Taylor, however, undertook the publication 
with small belief in its success, and gave the author ten 
pounds for the manuscript. However, the novel succeeded, 
and was so popular that even the poor widow saved her mites 
from her starvation income to buy a copy. It was at once 
translated into French, and the French version was translated 
into German, in w f hich country three editions w'ere demanded 
in the first year of the publication of the translation. Defoe s 
whole life had been a preparation for writing this extra- 
ordinary work. 

The father of Defoe was a well-to-do butcher in London, 

•named Foe, a sturdy Nonconformist, who intended his son 
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